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George-

Systematic Warfare of
Municipality Crowned
With Success.

Hamilton, Ohio, Stands As
Example for Others to
Follow.

town QGas 1 t Company, John B. = R

Daish, appearing as a friend of the)

court, yesterday filed a brief in the HAMILTON, Ohio., Dec. i.—Artificial
Supreme Court of the District of Co-|gas can be manufactured and sold to
lumbia. t'ur;mrx!uml ('mmml! Thomas the public at 60 cents a thousand cubic
argued at length, efore the court

;n-flnur in Nm:mm of his contention feet, und the company that sells it at

Lthat this suit had a direct bearing upon

the rates for gas.
Auditor Payne,
theory that

protection

s

the act
of the

was

or the

that the gas consumer was considered | €ents, but not to the consumer ;ﬂw
it all, held that there was no relation|gas company sold gas to the city of
between the capitalization of the com- Hamllton at 5 cents and iae cily,
pany and the cost of gas to the con- which had several hundred customers
S amer.
)\\'.'-.1:'- Mr. Daish’'s brief indicates that SN S St Qm.. T S(,)M b
deals with the constitutionality of| these customers at 60 cents. The city
1 under which the proceeding|of Hamilton would silll be buving gas
lled, it leads off by going directiy | for 3 cents a thousand were iL not |
iulo the relation of capitalization to for < bitter politica] fight that has
the gelling price of gas. He points out raged here for several years, and
that the investor in the stocks of the | which has split things so wide uren
company bases their value on the net that no one can tell who is his politi-
income from the sale of the product, | cal friend and who is his enemy. It
and gives authorities to sustain this is not necessary to go into the details

contentlon.

Value of Good Will.

however, following oul
pas;ed
stockholders
¢t the gas company and failing to find

that price can make money. There is
no ~bout this
being manufac-

longer any
for gas
tured and sold in this clity at 60 cents.

It has even been scld

question

statement, is

as low as &

of this fight here, further than to say
that friction developed between the city

Of the value of gued will Attorney administration and (he gas company,
Daish- says: ) which boosted the price of its gas
. e from 35 cents to 60 cents, and this is
The company began with a compara- |~ < =l : .
tively small capital and sold gus at a What 1he city is gayiag noww;
rale much higher than now provided Hamilton’s Fight for Cheap Gas.
by law. The former has dolibtiess been The Hamilton Otto Coke Company

increased, and the latter, by successive makes all the gas that is produced or
litigation, has been decreased. Both #0ld in Hamilton. Years ago there was
changes have been .bruugm about by | o gas company tkat had a plant here
the increase in populatdon, with a sub-

sequent Increased demand for gas and
improvements in the methods of manu-
facturing gas, so that it could be made
years

and marketed cheaper than iIn

and it made water gas which it cold to
the consumers at $1.75 a thousand. The
city finally concluded that this price
was t00 high and there was a popular

. . demand for cheaper gas, just as there
gone by. The causes of this increased f* a demand for cheaper gas in In-
value and the decreased price of gas djanapolis. Efforts were made to bring
lie not within either the control or di- about a reduction in the price. The
rection of the petitioner. The fact that people wanted it brought down to a
the fecompany now manufactures and |, g..ctable figure, but the gas company
sells a greater quantity of gas is not | was obdurate and maintalned its price.

due to its efforts; other influences have
The present price
of gas is by virtue of legislative enact-
ment, alter hearings before appropriate
cummittees of Congress, in which efforts
the company to prevent

created the demand,

were made by

The indignation of the people was
aroused, as it has been In Washington,

and nothing would quench the fire of
that indignation but gas at a lower
rrice.

But the city and the gas company

the reduction.
Prevents Rate Reduction. the denand arose for a munlc;n?l gas
“Thie is the greatest of all objections | plant which would make and sell gas
to watered stocks and bonds. They ¢ i
are issued to represent the future in- |ing it. The plan wok with e hurrah

crease in the earning power of & public
franchise owned
by a corporation increases in its profit
increase of
This Increased value is due
to the franchises which the people have

franchise. A public

earning with the

population.

apacity

and the clty of Hamlilton erected its
municipal gas plant.. It made water
gas and suppllied it to the people at
$1.%5. Of course, tie city got mosL of
the customers. Then the gas company
reduced the price below the city's price

given away to the corporation. The | The city made another reduction and

people are entitled to the benefits of | S0 did the ccmpaay, m:.rll .‘!hm: {I. vu'-m.

tha. increase, and it could be readily until Humm(mﬁw:x;safr;:“tng waler gas
¢ | & ) cents TOUs

secured to the people by a resolution of | 8t %0 cents r\’ .m o

charges, Bul by stock dividends, bared Then the Hamilton t e Bt

on this increased value

of the fran-
chises the rallroad is able to divide all

pany Wwas organized by W.
an expert coke and gas man, and this
nas since absorbed the old gas

3 . ans
profits and yet declare not more|compan; nas . iy =iy
than 6 or 3 per cent dividends, The|company. The 30-cent price was con
smallness of the dividend prevents g | tinued H )
legislative reduction in rates. If, how-| Grafters Ruined Municipal Business.

ever, no 3stock dividend
improving the property
extravagant dividends, g
rates would be Inevitable.”™

were allowed,
and the large profits were employed in
or in making

reduction of

Political grafters got their fingers into
the municipal gas business and ruined
jt. Nearly two years ago the grafting

had become so strong and notorlous

that the people of Hamilton decided to

FORTISSIMO. make a change, so they elected a new

The femlly were gatheéred in the|set of city officers, ard one of the first
library admiring a splendid thunder | things that the new officials did was

storm, when the mother bethoyght her-
seif of Dorothy, alone in the nursery,
Fearing lest her
little daughter should be awakened and

sayvs

irooklyn ILlife.

to start an Investigation of the munici-
pal gas, water, and slectric plans. They
discovered that the water and electric
plants were making money for the city,

fecl afraid, she slipped away to reassure | hbut that the gas plant was losing from
ner. Pansing at the door, however, in %0 St o e L

i 1 > ’ t a day, and that it was due to
a vivid flash of lightning, which f{llu- S'\ ,w s Insmedistely the muniol-
mined the whole room. she saw her | the grafters. mmediately ti Y i

Youngest

olive branch sitting straight

pal gas plant was closed down and no

UF in bed. |§’Ier b brown eyesd w«:}re more gas was made by the city. This
glowin, wit excitement, an she amilt

clapped her chubby hands, while she lt:n the field open to the Hamiltor Otto
shouted encouragingly, “Bang it again, | Coke Company, which had organized
Jord! Bang it again!™ the Hamiltom Gas and ¥leotric Com-

|

|

pany as- its
company.
The city had to have gas for the cus-
tomers that were on its municipal
mains, and the board of public ser-
vice made a contract with the Hamilion
company for the gas. The Hamliiton
compary agreed to supply the city with
gas at 35 cents a thousand, delivered at
the city’s gas holder. The city  then
sold this gas to its customers at the
same price charged by the Hamilton
company, 80 cents, and made money
out of it

Still Lower Price Demanded.

Another city eampalgn was coming on,
and pblitical complications arose which
involved xhe‘xu question. The city de-
manded a still lowep price, and thg
Haruliton company refused to give it
The city talked of Eraating a franchise

selling and d!s!rlhu!inf::

for bringing In natural gas from the
West Virginia field, and it was then
that the Hamilton Gas and Electric

Company took & 7sll out-of the city ad-
ministration without affecting the gen-
eral public. Last June the Haniilton
Gas and Electric Company served
notice on the city that, beginning
July 1, the price of gas to the city
and everybody else would be 40 cents
a thcusand feet, delivered at the city's
holder, Instead of 35 ‘cemts. The city
could not prevemt the increase in the
price, because it buys its gas only from
day to day, and not under a long-time
contract.

Although It raired the price on the
city, the Hamilton Gas and Electric
Company reduced the price to it own
consumcers to 60 cents. Of course, the
city could not charge more, 8o now It
pays 60 cents for its gas and sells it
at 6 cents. JThe people are not com-
plaining. but the politiclans are howling
loud and long.

Not Only Chear, But of Best Quality.

But the fact remains that Hamilton
I= getting cheap gas, and the low price
nas come to stay. Not only 18 {t get-

on

ting gas at a low figure, but it is get-
ting the best gas tnat can be made
anywhere by any process The people
are delighted with it. They say it is the
best gas that Hamilton ever had. It is
high in candlepower and high i{n Jeat
unite, and thosc are the qualities that
make good gas.

The products of the Hamilton Otto
Coke Company are coke, gas, tar and
ammbnia. Each of these is taken care
of separately, taough all are produced

in the process of burning the coke

Coke produced by the United Otto by-
produclt coke oven process is of the very
highest quality. 1t replaces anthracite
coal as a domestic fuel because of its
celanliness and lasting qualities, as well
ae eing cheaper. Omne ton of Otto coke
last; as long as one ton of anthracite

were not able to get together, and (hs-nl It is superior to gashouse coke because

the lutter makes a quick, flashy fire, but
is not lasting. Otto coke Is denser has

cheaper than the company was furnish-| more substance and resembles aard coal

in its heat-producing qualities. It is
better thar beehive coke, because, ow-
ing to the length of time required In
beehive ooke manufacture a very hard
bt orla de nroduced, which makes |t
hard to ignite.

When it comes to domestic
Hamiiton Otto Coke Company
tises these points in'its favor:

use the

adver-

Lasts as long as hard coal, ton for
ton
Heats "o house much quicker

You can carry a low fire with it
i{eeps over night.

You get no clinkers; {t burns to ash,
No polsonous gas

Smokeless; no «airt
Process of Manufacture.
The coal whie! ‘s made into coke
ccmes from West Virginia. The coal

from that field is low in sulphur, a nee-
essary quality in coking. It is the ab-
sence of sulpiur that determines the
quality of coke for the most Important
uses.

Coal is dumped from cars into a pit,
where it is crushed into small particles,
perhaps the size ol a pea or smaller,
From the pit it is clevated into a ccal
bin above one end of the battery of
ovens. A “larty" cakes this crushed coal
out over the ovens and drops it into
the openings at the top. Whaen an over
is filled, ilds are placed over these open-
ings. The “larry” iIs operated by ealec-

tricity, as is all the other mechanism
about the ovanse.
While

the coal is being baked into

coke, gas is generated in the ovens.
This is taken off through large mains
that extend along the edge at the
top of thé ovens. The gas produced
during the first ten to fourteen hours
of the cooking process is of high qual-
ity, while that produoced later is not
80 rich in Hlluminants. The low quality
gas has the same heat units and the
same heat-producing qualities as the
high-grade gas, but it is not as high in
candlepower, and therefore would not
be as salable as the higher quality gas.
Dampers in the flues of the big ovens
which lead to the blg mains control
the separation of the two gases. One
damper sends the high quality gzs<
into one main, and when the quality of

Eas 1s lessened, after about ten to four-|

teen hours of the coking process, this

|

CHEAP GAS FIGHT A SUCCESS
IN OHIO TOWN AND 60 CENTS
IS ALL PATRONS ARE CHARGED

Figure.

Money.

Best Quality of Light and
Fuel Furnished at Low

Company Could Cut Price
in Half and Still Make

because the same boilers that are re-
quired to supply power for the plant
operate the electric generators at prac-

damper is closed and another .,;...n,d,lucm‘y no expense.

which gends the gas into the low qual-
ity main. Extreme care ig taken in th

e
separation of these two gases, hnraum?‘]

it is the high quality gas that is ml«.l’

to the consumere in Hamliton

Collecting Tar and Purifying Gas.
When the gas leaves the ovens it is,
of course,

the but

ovens, it cools rapidly as it
passes through the big maln, which is‘
éxposed to the atmosphere. As he gas

cools the tar which It contains witles,
because it is heavier than th. Biis.

main the tar drops from the main
huge pits or pans
which prevents the

into
containing water,
g8as from

1y relieved of tar before it reaches the
cooling, washing and scrubbing! tanks,
but it is' in these tanks that the last of
the tar and all traces of ammonla are
removed from the gas. When the gas
into the coolers, it passes
through  pipes that are
ed by water. This process condenses
the gas and remwoves all impurities.
From the coolers it entels the washers
and scrubbers, where it passes througl
water which takes out the ammonia.
Then it goes through a purifying pro-
cess and Into a pipeline ready for dis-
tribution.

Usg of the Low Quality Gas.

The low quality gas that comes from
the ovens during the last hours of tue
coking process is used for fuel for the
coke ovens. It goes through the same
process from the removal of tar and
ammonia as does the high-grade gas,
and the amount of tar and ammonia ob-
tained from it is just the same as from
the high-grade gas. But the low-grade
gas is not purified. It is pumped into a
gas holder and from there into mains
that take it to the ovens, where, when
combined with air that is forced in by
a huge fan, it forms a combustion
heats the ovens,

All the gas that is piped off and sold
is known as surplus gas,

gets

and

because the

primary use of all the gas produced 13| ue

for fuel for the ovens, but a plant does
not require all the gas that 13 gener-
ated, so the high-grade gas is purified
and =0ld. This i3 why it is so generally
remarked he=e in Hamilton that the
coke compan:: could make money even
if it did not sell a foot of gas. There is
no way to prevent tae generation of
gas in the manufacture of coke; there-
fore, it 1s simply a question of whether
the gas shall be =3l at some ce or
allowed to shoot the alr and he
wasted. That is the whole secret of the
cheap gas proposition. If tae plant were
operated for the sole purpose of mak-
ing gas and nothing could not
be sold at that price, when gas is

nto

else it

but

a by-product along with tar and ammo- |

nia, it is easy to see how it can be sold
at 60 cents at a profit

The Hamtilton Otto coke plant is very
economically managed. There is not a
bit of anything wasted Everything
about the place must bhe put to some
use. As an instance of this, take
coke ‘‘breeze.”

dus: which i, not salable. This is called
“breeze.” It will burn, however, and
the coke plant uses it under the ovens
in its powerhouse. Thus the waste from
the plant supplies the fuel at practically
ne cost.

And this power plant which is a
necessary part of the institition, is also
made to pay for itself. The company has
put in use two generators and is now
selling its surplus electric current in a
commercial way at a handsome profit,

No Trouble to Dispose of Products.
The Hamllton Otto Coke Company has
never had any trouble in finding a mar-
As stated, a large
was disposed of in Ham-
liton, but much of it was shipped

ket for its products
part of Its coke

l.)lher cities.

of the same temperature as| Hamilton

|

At | caps
various points along the line of 'he big| With 250 tons more of daily cayecit: to
This plan: is
now under construction and w ll

escaping |

!
{
|
|

| ¢
| o
surround- !

|

|

the |
In the handling of coke ;
there is ulways produced a lot of coke |

On the ground adjoining that of the
Company a big
Llast furnace is Reing built by the Ham- |

Otto Coke

cisms, complaints,

quality paid for.

of the letters.

tion, which tend to show

from whom the company ha

millions,

Turning Gas Half Off

1o

In others are recited numercus
stances in tne history of the corpora-;
that its
ficlals do not at all times recelve with
graciousness the complaints of citizens

People Heart and Soul

In Cheaper Gas Fight;
Furnish Valuable Data

Daily communications réceived by The
Times show that the people of the Dis-
trict of Columbia are heart and soul in |
the fight for better and cheaper gns.

The letters contain suggestions, criti-
and advice,
which are of importance in formulating ;
a plan of campaign whereby the efforts | and the bill was larger the next month
of the gas counpanles to increase their
capital stock may be defeated and the
consumer assured of the quantity and

all of

That the amount of gas consumed is
in many instances by no means com-
mensurate witin the size of the monthly 'J;gnugry.
bill is the statement contalned In many | May.

in-

of-

derived

S

Made Bill Leap Up

fiton Steel and Jron Company, a new
concern. This new plant wiil employ
5 2 o tl a4 - yashington mes:
from 500 to 1,000 men and wijl have a | 10 the Editor of The Washington Times
y of 250 tons of pig iror Aaily I see, through your paper, that the
¢ T ¥ | general public is allowed to cite its

be added within a year.

operation by May 1, j%8.
coke manufactured by
company for ten years.
Tt United Cok
h builds the
oven plants, g
e feet of su

ublc
coal tl

ne

Otto

is coked,

the surplus gas
guarantees to do

plus gas a ton of coal,

It is tids com-
with the tar. The gas Is almost entire-| P8NY that has agreed to buy all the
the Hgm.lton

2ud Gas Company,
by-product coke
tees to produc
8 gas from each ton
In
production
than this, but this Is what the ¢

many <ases |
- " hgher | @xceed §2 or §3 a monti

The Hamllton plant
has shown as high as 5,000 feet of sur-
but the average
has been below that figure. Not long ago
the company discovered that it was not

say we have never had geod
night it may be comparatively
the next that of the poorest.
amount
the Government

bs in

Inspector

is 8one on the range. 1 have

e 4,000

washing w

does not
my house
ng man,

| mer often
| three rooms in

One is a trav:

mpany

| grievances on the gas question.

I
gas;
good and

can

one

Complaints
to nothing—you are referred

to

I have a' little gas plate in my kitchen
i on which we get breakfast; the laundry

been told

by people who do all thelr cooking and
gas that their bil
and in the sum-
reach §1. I
to gentlemen.
who

do not

i

rent

is often

amount to $34,110 a year.

And this also

; . v |jeavos out the lus gas. The com-

Shmi. th &l results frem the I ‘-umvag»!s about 2000 f:' feet a year,
plant, as far as the production of gas | * - thans 3 res show that this gas
was concerned, and the officers wera at 204 ihese figures sh poglingd o
a4 Joss to understand the trouble. But {ﬂué! nnf cost m: v?(:mpa.n) K'L('D.~‘, u')
shut-down came, following the ,s:.uuldr.rl it sell {.;f gas A w & cents

rui, they found reason for under Ir.wse circumstances ,

the s tage. The larger main damper And this output _n,’ gas will be I:u
that regulutes the escave of heat Into | creased by about @ per cent by the

the main stack had

and the heat

rotted to such an
€xtent that it was practically of ro use,
should

at the plant. As Mr. Howell

improvements that are now being made

this

said,

solves the problem of cheap gas.

that have pro-

duced the gas had been escaping No Chance 1o Fail.
EREUOES "ok ekl gtk ',A‘ sy .('n:'npa-r When this eatire siiuation is lookad
is being put jn and auxillary dningers ) amaa L S an i
added, so as to provide against any ,; °VeT careful 'y there :“pp-u...‘l .o. be .n
such waste in the future poesible c!'.'ar;c-;i for ij .. 1!{::(; (,:;s
s Company of Indianapolis to f suc-
All Charged Against Coke. cess,x The movement for cheaper gas
But inasmuch as coke is the princl- | was fought al along, at every tarm,
pal product of the plant, and gas, tar, | with the argument that it was impos-
and armonia are merely the by-prod- | sible to make gas and seli it at &
ts, the entire cost of operation is]cents at a profit to the manufacturer.
charged agaiust the coke account, none | This was drilled into the people with

of it belng charged up to the by-prod-

the greatest persistence, but

this posi-

ucts, The coke manufactured more|tion has been proved false, for here is
than pays the total cost of operation, |a company {n Hamiiton that actually
thus actually placing the gas in the | makes the best quality of gas and sells

maing at absolutely no cost.
table gives
cost of operation of the Hamlilton plant
It aiso shows the amount of
receipts from the sale of coke, tar, and

The following
a month

ammonia, leavi
and the electricity

entirely
it sells:

{Average S0c per ton carbonized.)

(Average will be reduced when cutput

is increased.)
Total
AVERAGE MONT

of

oal),
‘ens

at average price

. il
a, 69.35 tons (102
at $45

coal), 5 .
Less 10 per cent commission

LY RECEIPTS.
Salable coke, 4,700 tons (70 per cemt of

the actual

it to the people at 60 cents &

of Indianagolis have been cry

1f

gas at 6 cents. If
wiil thynk that 60-cent gas Is

the gas

relatiry to the business
and Mr. Howell explained
everything connected with t
The company is

proud of it. The people of
$3.65 at s1r.a7¢ | 8T€ buying their
eent ot ““lihey are proud of the Instity

LU0 feet,

the identical rata for which the people

ing.

a

tive was given access to all the figures '
rt the coumpany

in detail
he plant.

makirg money and is

Hamilton

gas for 60 cents, and

1tion that

is furnisuing it To them at that price,
Stir in Gas Circles.

—— 'l!cq

= . = N
A;‘:' :‘ﬁ“.trxx:ho?’ (L Fa%l'fvs,"y_.f ;'3022)4 But there is a stir in the gas worla
Less 10 per cent commission 302 gince “his company put the price down
to 8 cents. The move caused no end
Total : . ... 22906 | of corument! in gas circles and it has
Gas Does Not Cost a Cent. been discissed in the gas publications.
It is recc.wized that it has created a

These figures show an

the sale of electrical

excess of
ceipts over expenditures for coke, tar,
and ammonia alone of $2845 a month.
This does not include the receipts from
current,

re-

petitors
Is still the problem that they

which | to work out for themselves.

new situs !on in tre gas business tha*
must e met in some manner by com-
<ust how they are to do this

will have

Suggestions, Criticisms and Advice Contain-
ed In Letters—Give Instances of Over-
charging and Discourtesy by Officials.

b
jaway foi a week or more at a time;
one works until 12 o'clock at night, and

one- retires about 9 o'clock. No gas is
wasted.

Upon making complaint I was re-
| ferred, once, to tie chief ¢l who told

e

me to turn my gas off one I 4id,

told
I must

{ than before. Another
ilfv»d in a large house

{ large bills.

' The following is a partial
charges of Washington
pany for the last year:

1¢ $8.M (no cooking)
5.30 (n> cooking)

0

me

it 1

expec

of the

list

the Gas Cem-

|Jun--,

= .ﬂ\’(break!asu
..... 8.50 (breakfast)
A consumer must make a deposit of
$10 hefore he can get any gas, which is
never returned, as long as the depositor
llves or uses the gas. Mrs. A H. J.

Quality of Gas Grows
Steadily Worse, He Says

To the Editor of The Was

I truly concur with y« 3 n
fight against the Washington Gas Comn~
pany.

Like Color r's eye water, “the
more you use more you will have
to use.” ons in it.”" More gas
as per meter, ut less sa faction as
pe: consumer. More gas, s heat and
light. To use appropriate slang, ~hot

alr,” high s,

I have a constant
ihe go-called gas from
Gas Company for ry
will say
a steady ir
high#r bl
crease of
nished,
having
ened by
BE&S emits.
what the gas
phatically is gas

We get very

the

als

and
the

provea It is with oll, ¢
good coal gas pgives a white flame
which brightens tlie room and al
leasure—not a sickly ¥

light which ruins the eyes

Leep the good work up, for you have
started in the right way. Very truly,

) 4

WINTERS.
teenth St., N. W,

Given 80 Cents Rebate

On His Heavy Bills

To the Editor of The Washington Times
Let me extend : t ks for the posi-
tion The Times has ‘taken on the gas
question. My experience with the gas
company has only been the duplicate of
that of hundreds of others who have

had dealings w he company. During
the winter of 130 my b averaged
scmething over $8 per month. Last

summer, when
was using but
tinued over $8.

business was dull and
little gas, my bills con-
I complained to the Dis-
trict inspector. On his inspection he
rotified me that the meter had Dbeen
Tunning at & too rapid rite.

| Some time afterward was called to

And this Hamliton comjany Is tickled | the gas office and received a rebate of
to death to get customerr to take HBE
there are any who | {
failure | -

80 cents for four months. At the open-
g { business this fall T installed ele

gas o

RAGE MONTHLY EXPENSE. let him come aver here and have a look ; purposes . >mb .
1ized, per m . lat the plant vf this company and sonlfr;"l‘;; e it was before I put
v $14.620 | the business that the company dves. | ygv Bil frosn thoe- siactric company for

The Hamiiton Otto Cike Company Is! November is $8.50—one-half of wh i=

not secretive The -‘ews representa- | for an {lluminated sign. Thus it be

5.440 seen that the more I try to do w out

| gas the bigger my Hill grows.
M. LOWENSTEIN.

Consumer Left to Pay
For Gas That Escaped

To the Editor of The Washington Times:

Am consumer gas detected
smeil of gas in basement near meter.
Notified gas company. They sent & man
out. He pried and scraped around the
meter #nd said there is a leak there
all right, but I can’t find it. He went
away apd the company left me either

of

and

]io pay for escaping gas throt their
carelessness or, if I refuse, they take
out meter and leave me In the dark.

I hope you wilk succeed in making
them give us a brighter light and listen
to a little reason.

Respectfully,
A.

W. GUILD.
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